RECONSTRUCTION

ceremonies, "in the presence of more than 50,000 people/'
as General Banks announced. Writing to Governor Hahn
under date, March 13, 1864, Lincoln said:

Now you are about to have a convention which, among other
things, will probably define the elective franchise. I barely sug-
gest for your private consideration whether some of the colored
people may not be let in, as, for instance, the very intelligent
and especially those who have fought gallantly in our ranks.
They will probably help, in some trying time to come, to keep
the jewel of liberty in the family of freedom. But this is only a
suggestion, not to the public but to you alone.

A constitutional convention of Louisiana was elected
March 28,1864; it assembled April 6; adopted a free state
constitution July 22, which was ratified by popular vote
September 5. Under this constitution a legislature was
elected by which two Senators were chosen to represent
the state at Washington. Their credentials were referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and on the 8th of
January, 1865, Trumbull called at the White House to
consult with Lincoln respecting their admission. One of
the consequences of the interview was the unanimous
agreement of the Judiciary Committee in favor of a joint
resolution recognizing the Government of which Michael
Hahn was the head. This resolution was reported by
Trumbull on the 23d of February. Sumner objected to it
because the constitution did not grant negro suffrage, and
he avowed the intention of using all parliamentary means
to defeat it. In this endeavor he had the cooperation of
Senators Chandler and Wade and of most of the Demo-
crats. The latter opposed the resolution because the con-
sitution was not the work of the majority of the white
people of the state. On the 24th, there was a debate of
some bitterness between Sumner and Doolittle. The lat-
ter contended that the vote of Louisiana was needed to-rests
